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VoiceStream Wireless Corporation,
Powertel, Inc.

Applications under Section 214 and 31O(d) of
the Communications Act of 1934, as Amended,
for Transfer of Control to Deutsche Telekom AG

RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

VoiceStream Wireless Corporation C'VoiceStream"), Powertel, Inc. ("Powertel"), and

Deutsche Telekom AG ("DT") respectfully submit this response to the Motion for Extension of

Time of Senator Ernest F. Hollings. VoiceStream, Powertel, and DT do not oppose Senator

Hollings's request for a 30-day extension of the deadline for filing comments and reply

comments on the pending transfer-of-control applications. But we wish to emphasize the critical

importance of processing the pending applications promptly. We urge the Commission to grant

no further extensions of time, and, notwithstanding the 30-day extension of the comment cycle,

to make every effort to complete its review of the applications within 180 days of their filing.

The proposed mergers will significantly enhance wireless competition in the United

States. VoiceStream's competitors in recent months have been rapidly consolidating and

expanding their networks. Approving the proposed transfers of control will strengthen

VoiceStream's ability to compete with its larger rivals, and in turn lead to increased price

competition, improved service, and greater innovation. These procompetitive benefits will not

be offset by any anticompetitive effects in the domestic wireless market, as the Chief of the

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau already has recognized, or the market for international
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services.! Therefore, the sooner the Commission approves the proposed transactions, the sooner

VoiceStream can get on with the business of entering new markets, improving its services, and

bringing those services to consumers.

The Commission has made clear that it strives to complete all reviews of transactions

within 180 days after the filing of a transfer-of-control application.2 The extension of the

comment period by 30 days should not compromise the Commission's fulfillment of that

important objective. In reviewing recent transactions that created some of the nation's largest

wireless competitors, the Commission has completed its review in well under 180 days,3 even

where foreign carriers were involved.4

See, e.g., Hurdle Removed in Telecom Merger, AP Online, Oct. 27,2000.

See FCC Public Forum: Merger Transaction Process, Mar. 1,2000 (available at
www.fcc.gov/transaction/background.html) (stating that license-transfer proceedings should take
no longer than 180 days). See also Hearings on the Telecommunications Merger Review Act of
2000 Before the House Committee on Commerce, Subcommittee on Telecommunications, Trade
and Consumer Protection, Mar. 14,2000 (statement of William E. Kennard, Chairman, FCC)
(stating goal of ruling on even the most complex license-transfer applications within 180 days);
Comments ofGeneral Counsel Christopher J. Wright Introducing the Transactions Team
Presentation on Timely Consideration of the Applications Accompanying Mergers, Mar. 1, 2000
(available at www.fcc.gov/speeches/misc/statements/wright0301OO.htrnl) (same).

See Applications ofSBC Communications Inc. and Bel/South Corp., Memorandum
Opinion and Order, DA 00-2223, WT Dkt. No. 00-81 (reI. Sept. 29, 2000) (completing review in
less than five months).

See Applications ofAirTouch Communications, Inc., Transferor, and Vodafone Group
PIc, Transferee, Memorandum Opinion and Order, DA 99-1200 (reI. June 21,1999) (completing
review in less than five months). See also Applications ofAerial Communications Inc. and
VoiceStream Wireless Holding Corp., Memorandum Opinion and Order, DA 00-730, WT
Docket. No. 00-3 (reI. Mar. 31,2000) (completing review in four months).
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There is no reason to exceed such a timeframe here. We request that the Commission

approve the applications as soon as possible.
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